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· Eastern Washington (e.g., Spokane) has hotter, drier summers with high evapotranspiration, so lawns need more consistent irrigation cultivatingflora.com.
Watering Depth & Frequency
Target: About 1 inch of water per week for cool-season grasses during active growth cultivatingflora.com+1.
· In summer heat, increase to 1.5 inches per week for fescue and bluegrass lawnbyseason.com.
· Use the DOH lawn watering chart to measure depth: place cans/mugs around your lawn, run sprinklers for 15 minutes, measure average depth, and adjust time accordingly Washington State Department of Health.
· Water deeply but infrequently to encourage deep roots; avoid shallow, daily sprinkling cultivatingflora.com+1.
 Best Time to Water
· Morning (5–9 AM) is ideal to reduce evaporation and allow grass to dry before night lawnbyseason.com+1.
· Avoid watering after 6 PM in cold climates to prevent fungal diseases lawnbyseason.com.
Soil & Turf Considerations
· Sandy soils drain quickly—use longer, less frequent runs; clay soils infiltrate slowly—use shorter cycles to avoid runoff cultivatingflora.com.
· Choose drought-tolerant turf types like tall fescue or fine fescue for better summer survival cultivatingflora.com.
Smart Watering Tips
· Moisten the whole root zone—dig an hour after watering to check depth Seattle.gov.
· Mulch or compost to improve water retention Seattle.gov.
· Use soaker hoses or drip irrigation for gardens to save 50%+ water Seattle.gov.
· Water lawns separately from other plantings to avoid overwatering pavement Seattle.gov.
· Adjust schedules monthly based on rainfall and temperature Seattle.gov.
Signs You Need More Water
· Footprints stay visible >30 minutes.
· Grass blades curl or fold inward.
· Lawn turns dull gray or blue-gray.
· Soil surface is hard and cracks lawnbyseason.com.
Summary: In Washington’s summer, water deeply (1–1.5 inches/week) in the morning, adjust for your zone and soil, and use efficient irrigation to save water while keeping your lawn healthy.
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